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The Commons of Great Britain in Parliament 
1 Aſſembled. 1 


[THE HUMBLE PETITION of Iſaac Bowman of Lincolws-Inn 
1 in the County of Midaleſex, Gentleman: 


HSbeweth, 
'F HAT your Petitioner ſerved as a Clerk for upwards of five years to Mr. George 
. Huxley deceaſed, who was then one of the Sworn Clerks in the Six Clerks Office, 
'® and Practiſed as a Sollicitor in the Court of Chancery in many Cauſes, the Care and 
Management of which Cauſes he committed to your Petitioner; by means whereof your Pe- 
titioner became well qualified to Practiſe as a Sollicitor in the Court of Chancery. 
THAT your Petitioner Practiſed as a Sollicitor for about cighteen Tears in the ſaid Court, 
and for many Tears in the Court of Exchequer at Weſtminſter, for ſeveral Perſons of Quality 
and good Eſtates, to their entire Satisfaction; and by his Induſtry in his ſaid Employments of 
Ja Sollicitor, did ſupport himſelf and his Wife and four Children. 5 1 
THAT a Maſter in Chancery, upon the 5th of Auguſt 1729, was pleaſed, (in the 
Abſence of your Petitioner) to make a voluntary Certificate againſt him: And altho' it hath _ 
ſince been, and now can be evidently made appear, that the ſaid Maſter hath miſrepreſented 
1 the ſeveral Facts mentioned in the ſaid Certificate; nevertheleſs the ſaid voluntary Certificate 
at that time obtained ſuch Credit, as that the ſame prevented your Petitioner's being admitted 
i 4 Solicitor, purſuant to the late Act of Parliament for the Regulation of Attorneys and Sol- 
IE licitors, to the very great Detriment of your Petitioner and his Family, and to the general Dif-_ 
ſatisfaction of all his Clients 1 1 F 
T THAT your Petitioner's late Clients have given your Petitioner Certificates under their 
reſpective Hands, that your Petitioner lery'd them faithfully as their Sollicitor in their ſeveral 
Cauſes to their entire Satisfaction; and that your Petitioner was a Perſon of Integrity, and well 
[| qualified to Practiſe as a Sollicitor in the aid Court of Chancery: and three Practiſing Barriſters 
at Law of good Reputation have alſo certified to the ſame Effect. 5 
HAT there being a Bill now depending n this Honourable Houſe, to enable certain 
perſons to be admitted Attorneys; which having been twice read, and committed to a 
Committee of this Honourable Houle : 925 


14 YOUR PETITIONER humbly Prays, That your Honours will be pleaſed 
* to take his Caſe into Conſideration; and that in the ſaid Bill to Enable certain 
4 Perſons to be admitted Attorneys, Proviſion may be made for your Petitioner's 
4 Relief; ox that your Petitioner may have ſuch other Relief in the Premiſes, 
* as to this Honourable Houſe ſhall ſeem meet: | he: 


5 AND your Petitioner ſhall ever Pray, &c. 
_— ISAAC BOWMAN. 


Abe CASE of the Petitioner to which his beforegoing PETITION doth 
refer, humbly ſubmitted to the Confideration of the Lords Spiritual and 
* Temporal and the Commons 1 Parliament Aſſembled. | 


UPS H AT the Petitioner ſerved Mr. George Huxley deceaſed as a Clerk for upwards of five 
$1 Years, who was a Gentleman of Credit and good Reputatien, and who not only ated 
as a Sworn Clerk of the Court of Chancery, bur alſo Practiſed as a Sollicitor in the Court 
ol Chancery in many Cauſes of very great Imporance, the Conduct, Management, and'Solli- 
citation whereof he (in a great meaſure) did leave to the Care of the Petitioner ; whereby the 
* Petitioner became well acquainted with the Practice of that Court, and well qualified 10 4 
Practiſe as a Sollicitor in Chancer . // VE9Y & 0 ns 
EE: THAT the Petitioner being ſo qualified as aforefaid, he Practiſed for about eig h 
Wh Tears as a Solicitor in the Court of Chancery with good Succels, and was employed by leveral 
Perſons of Quality, Honour, and e eee wanx-ll 
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— V ee for ſeveral Years for divers Perſons in his Ma ee Court of the Exchequer at 
E MHeſtmitſter, and carried on and managed all the Cauſes committed to his Care in both Courts 
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to the entire Satisfaction and Approbation of all his Clients, as by their Certificates do appear; 
by means whereof, and of his gteat Induſtry, Diligence, and Care in the Exerciſe of his Em- 
loyment as à Sollicitor, he was enabled ſuitably to provide for and ſu port himſelf and his 
Family ; which Employment the Petitioner looked upon to be hzs endeabted Birthright, ſe- 
cdred to him in common with the reſt of his Majeſty's free- born Subjects By TRE GREAT 
CHARTER OF THE EnGLrsH LIBERTIES; and therefore he humbly conceived he oughe 
never to have been Deprived of the Benefit thereof, unleſs he had juſtly forfeited the ſame 
upon a fair Tryal at Law, on his having been convicted and. found guilty of ſome Crime or 
Miſdemeanour, which according to Law would have rendered him liable to a Forfeiture 
thereof ; which never yet hath happened. | of 
THAT the many thankful Acknowledgments which the Petitioner conſtantly by Let= 


ters and otherwiſe had and received from his Clients on the account of his Faithfulneis and 


Integrity, and for the good Services which he did for them reſpectively, frequently moved and 
induced the Petitioner to exert himſelf in the Service of his Clients with warmer Zeal than 
is uſually exerciſed by other Sollicitors, and likewiſe often occaſion'd his oppoſing, and com- 
plaining againſt /uch unjuſt Abuſes as now are, or lately were under the Conſideration and 
Cenſure of the Honourable Honſe of Commons, and which the Petitioner hath now Reaſon to 
believe drew upon him the Reſentment and Diſpleaſure of ſome Perſons ; particularly the Pe- 
titioner having drawn and preferred a Petition 2% his Honour the Maſter of the Rolls on the 
behalf and for the Relief of a poor Widow, whom he apprehended to be very much in- 
jured and aggrieved by a Report made by a Maſter in Chancery; the fame (as he verily be- 
licves) gave very great offence unto and drew down upon him the Diſpleaſure of that Maſter, 


and laid the Foundation of the ſeveral Hardſhips herein after mentioned, which the Petitioner 


hath ſince ſuffered and undergone, and touching which he now humbly ſeeks Redreſs in Par- 


liament, being otherwiſe utterly remedileſs, as he is adviſed and believes. 


THAT it being well known the Petitioner was skilful in the matters of ſuch Accounts 


as are uſually referred ro Maſters in Chanccry, and in the drawing of Pleadings in the Courts 


of Equity, ſeveral Attorneys at Law, Clerks in Court, and Sollicitors in Chancery, applied to 
the Petitioner during the whole Courſe of his Employment, and frequently did employ him to 


aſſiſt them in Matters of Account, and in the drawing of Pleadings and otherwiſe; and parti- 


cularly one Burrel Blythe an Attorney at Law employed the Petioner to aſſiſt him in an Ac- 


count directed to be taken by the Maſter in Chancery herein before mentioned; which Ac. 


count was taken by that Maſter, and his Report thereof was made, ſigned, and filed, on or 


about the 12th_ot June 729: and afterwards that Maſter, cither for the Reaſon aforeſaid, or 


for tome other Views belt known to limſelſ, did upon the jth of Auguſt I729, make and 


Gen a voluntary Certificate againſt the Petitioner in his abſence, and at a time when the Pe- 
titioner was at his Houſe in the Country, above ſixty Miles from London, <wwithour giving the 
Petitioner any opportumity of being heard in relation to the matters therein mentioned; which 


voluntary Certificate was not filed, but was kept ſecret until about the 26th of Januar) then 


next, about which time (to the Petitioner's great ſurprize) he was ſerved with a Petition pre- 
ferred to the Rig ht Honourable the Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain, grounded on the 


beforementioned voluntary Certificate, privately and ſecretly made, as aforeſaid : by which Pe- 


tition, wholly conſiſting of falſe Suggeſtions and Miſrepreſentations, it was moſt unreaſonably 
prayed, that the Petitioner, as being {uppoſed and alledged to have been the Defendant Stayne's 


Follicitor in that Cauſe, (altho' he was only employed to aſſiſt the ſaid Mr. Blythe as his Agent 


or Aſſiſtant) might pay unto the Plaintiffs 128 J. 16s. 6 d. Colts of Suit; which Coſts before 


that time had been Decreed to be paid by the Defendant to the Plaintiffs; which ſaid voluntary 


Certificate is in che words and figures following: 
7 th of Auguſt 1729. 


I do hereby Certify to this honourable Court, that one Mr. Iſaac Bowman having attended 


« mie as Sollicitor for the Defendant in taking and making up the Account directed by the 


e Decrees in this Cauſe, he hath appcar'd to ine in the whole progrels thereof to have made 
cc uſe of all the Arts of Delay, as by bringing in before me five ſeveral Diſcharges, one after 
« another, on the behalf of the ſaid Defendant; in ſome of which the ſame Matters are re- 
e peated over again, by entering into a long and ?riflimg Examination of Witneſſes therein, 
e proving ſeveral things which the Sollicitor for the Plaintift offered to admit, and by tacking 
* twenty eight Objections to the Draft of my Report; the Subſtance of which Objections, if 


material, might well have been comprized in four or five: by all which means, che taking of 
the ſaid Account in queſtion hath been exceedingly retarded, and the Parties on both ſides 


led into a very great and unneceſſar) Expence : of which Management and Behaviour of the 


„ faid Mr. Bowman, I conceived the Honour arid Credit of this Court made it neceſſary that 
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THAT the Petitioner having obtained a Copy of the before · mentioned voluntary Cet- 


tifcate, he, and John Bowman his Son, did ſeverally make and file an Affidavit, and 3 9 


poſitively denied the Facts to be true which were mentioned in the Maſter's voluntary Cert. 
| ficate, which (as the Petitioner humbly apprebends) was in the nature of Joining Iſſue fairly 
co try by a Jury, whether the before-mentioned voluntary Certificate was any other than a 
falſe and malicious Libel againſt the Petitioner, and (as the Petitioner is adviſed) the ſame ought 
to have been fairly tried accordingly ; and the Peticioner oughr not thereupon to have been 
convicted and condemned (as he humbly conceives) without any lawful Trial, on the bare 
Credit given to a Maſter's voluntary Certificate. 1 | 
THAT upon the 28th of January, 1729. the kefore-mentioved Petition came on to 
be heard by the Right Honourable the Lord Chancellor, hefore the Petitioner had any Oppor- 
tunity to procure Mr. Blythe, and his Client the Defendant, to make their ſeveral Affidavits 
in reſpec to the Facts mentioned in the Maſter's voluntary Certificate; and his Lordſhip re- 
poſing great Confidence in the Credit of the Maſter, and ſceming to believe that all the 
Facts mentioned in the Maſter's voluntary Certificate were nqueſtionably true, and that the 
ſame were very great Crimes in the Petitioner, his Lordſhip was pleaſed to be of opinion that 
the Petitioner ot to ſtand Committed to the Priſon of the Feet: Wr Rr Upo the Regiſter 
of the Court entered in his Book the following Words, viz, Cux Let Bowman ſtand com- 
mitted to the Fleet for his Abuſe; but wherein that Abnſe did or doth conliſt, the Petitioner 
could never yet find out or dilcoyer. Neverthelels, the Petitioner was thereupon immediately 
taken into Cuſtody by an Officer of the Court, and by him dragged away in order to be im- 
priſoned; and was not permitted ro manage and take care of the many Caulcs and Affairs of 
his Clients then depending in the Houſe of Lords, and in the Courts of Chancery and Ex- 
chequer, to the very great Detriment and Diſadvantage of his Clients, as well as of himſelf and 
his Family. 3 FED 
THAT the Petitioner was afterwards forced to give conſiderable Sums of Money to the 
Officer who took him into Cuſtody, and to the Depnty-Marden of the Fleet, merely for ob- 
taining the privilege of being permitted to go to his own Houle and give Directions touch- 
ing his Clients Cauſes ; and the Petitioner, together with otic J/illiam Bron Gentleman as 
his Surety, was forced to execute a Bond of Five hundred Pounds Penalty ro the Warden of 
the Fleet, to obtain the Liberty of the Petitioner's being confined a Ti ſoner in his own Houſe, 
until he could inſtruct Council, and ſettle {everal preſſing Affairs of his Clients then depend- 
ing in the Houſe of Lords and in the Court of Chancery, and to pay five Shillings per Diem 
for Day- Rules for the lame purpoſe. e N 
AND it having been maliciouſſy inſerted in the News. papers that the Petitioner had 
been committed, divers of his Clicuo fivmn fai-diſtanc parts of the Kingdom, and one of his 
Clients out of the Principality of Wales, came to London in great Hurry and Furprise, to en- 
quite into the Reaſon of the Petitioner's Impriſonment; and having received Information of 
the Truth of the ſeveral Matters herein before- mentioned, they ſeverally returned to their 
reſpective Habitations, well ſatisfied with the Petitioner's Innocence and Integrity : And there 
was not any one of his Clients that did thereupon remove or take away his, or her, Cauſe 
from the Petitioner, notwithſtanding he was at that time concerned and employed as Sollicitor 
in about forty ſeveral Canſes, which were then depending in the Court of Chancery and in 
the Court of Exchequer at Weſtminſter, Ou 1 
THAT the Petitioner having continued ten Days in Priſon, to the great Surprize of all 
Perſons who knew him, and were made acquainted therewith, and knew his Honeſty and 
Integrity; and the ſaid Mr. Blythe being then found, he, and his Client the Defendant Staines, 
ſeverally, did make and file an Affidavit touching the Facts mentioned in the before: mentioned 
voluntary Certificate, whereby they falſified the before-ſaid malicious, falſe, voluntary Certificate, 
by Swearing that they did thoſe things which the Maſter had thereby untruly certified were 
done by the Petitionen: And thereupon the Petitioner preferred his humble Petition to his 
Lordſhip, and thereby prayed that the Plaintift 's before-mentioned Petition might be Re-heard, 
and that the Petitioner might be diſcharged out of Cuſtody; ro which Petition he did annex 
the two laſt- mentioned Affidavits made by the faid Blythe, and his Client, the Defendant 
Staines, and alſo the Maſter's voluntagy Certificate. 
1 THAT his Lordſhip was pleaſed to order the Matter of the ſaid laſt- mentioned Petition 
8 - ſhould be moved; and the lame was moved accordingly by Mr. Attorney General aud Mr. Sol- 
| Uicitor General, who were of the Petitioner's Counſel; and the Petitioner, on reading the ſaid 
Affidavits, had reaſon to hope that he ſhould have been abſolutely diſcharged at that time, and 
that he ſhould have been ordered to have his Coſts of all the before- mentioned Vexation and 
Abuſe; but inſtead thereof his Lordſhip was pleaſed only to order that the Petitioner ſhould be 
FE diſcharged out of Cuſtody on the following Terms, viz. on his payment of the Coſts of the 
Petition preferred by the Plaintiffs, and their ſubſequent Coſts to be taxed by the Maſter, and 
upon his entering into a Recognizance, himſelf in the penalty of One hundred pounds, and 
his two Sureties in Fifty pounds each, conditioned forthe Petitioner's Appearance in Court the 
 ? firſt Day of Eaſter Term then next, and abide ſuch order as his Lordſhip ſhould then make, 
as by a Copy of that Order in the Petitioner's Cuſtody doth; appear (the original Order bes 
ang in toe Cuſtody. of the Warden of the Flect-Palon,) LE OP 
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THA although the Petitioner was intirely innocent in reſpect to the Matters men- 
tioned in the Maſter's ſaid voluntary Certificate, yet the Petitioner, (in order to obtain his 
Liberty, and that his Clients might not ſuffer by his Impriſonment) enteted with two 
Sureties into ſuch Recognizance as the ſaid Order directed; and in Obedience to that Order 
he paid the Coſts as taxed by the Maſter, which together with the Coſts and Expences of 
his Commitment amounted to very near ne hundred Pounds, and the Petitioner did in- 
tend to have appealed, and would certainly have appealed from the ſaid Orders t the 
Right Honourable the Lords in Parliament then aſſembled, if he had not been overawed 
by the ſaid laſt mentioned Order, and reſtrained by the ſaid Recognizance, which prevented 
his ſo doing. 

THAT the Petitioner, in Obedience to the ſaid laſt mentioned Order, appeared in the 
Court of Chancery the firſt Day of Eaſter Term then next, and Mr. Attorney General, and 
Mr. Sollicitor General (who knew his Innocency and the Hardſhip of his Caſe) were pleaſed 

to appear as Counſel for him very generouſly, without taking any Fees in the whole Af— 
fair, and they did then inform the Court in the Preſcnce of the Petitioner, that they were 
ready to defend the Petitioner againſt any thing which might or could be: objected againſt 
him by any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, or to that Effect; but the Proſecution againſt 
the Petitioner being malicious, and the Plaintiff's Sollicitor Mr. Leonard Townſend (the 

- pretended Proſecutor) being unable to make out the Facts to be true which were falſely 
ſuggeſted by him in the ſaid original Petition, which he drew and preferred to his Lordfhi 

- againſt the Petitioncr, he the ſaid Townſend did not think fit to inſtruct his Counſel to 
object, or elſe his Counſel had more Honour than to object any thing againſt the Petitioner 
at that time: whereupon his Lordſhip was pleaſed at that time on to order, that the Pe- 
titioner's appearance ſhould be recorded. 

THAT the reſtleſs and inveterate Malice, of the Petitioner's private and ſecret Proſe- 
cutors not reſting there, his Lordſhip was that very Evening privately moved, without any 
notice thereof given to the Petitioner, that the Petitioner might be further continued upon 

his Recognizance; and the Petitioner looking into the Regiſter's Book the next day, to find 
ſome Orders made on the behalf of ſome of his Clients, did accidentally find theſe words 
taken down by the Regiſter, on his Proſecutor's ſaid private Motion, viz. Bowman appearing 
according to the Condition of the Recognizance, he is continued over upon his Recognizance 

to the laſt Day of the Term. ILL 

IHE PETITIONER. thereupon appeared again in Court on the laſt day of that Term; 
and altho' he was entirely innocent, yet he was forced all that day to ſtand in open Court, 


as a Spectacle to the World, 2% be gazed on and derided by all luke-warm Practicers and 
others; and in regard there was not any Perſon in the World who then had any thing to 


object againſt him, he humbly conceives he ought then to have been abſolutely diſcharged. 
IHA the Petitioner appeared again in Court upon his Recognizance, the firſt Seal- 
Day next after that Term; and his Lordſhip at that time, appearing to be fully ſatisfied that 
the Petitioner was entirely innocent, his Lordſhip was then pleas'd abſolutely 40 diſcharge 
the Petitioner ; and the Petitioner's malicious Proſecutors being conſcious of the Petitioner's 
| Innocence, they were aſham'd and afraid for that realon (as he believes) to put the Matters 
_ aforeſaid upon Record; and did therefore not venture to inroll the ſaid Recognizance, 
(which ought to have been inrolled within the ſpace of fix Months) or 7 file the Report 
of the Maſter's having taken that Recognizance, or his Report of having taxed the {aid 
Coſts; (which Reports ought to have becn filed within the ſpace of four Days next aftct the 
Dates thereof) as by Certificates in the Petitioner's Cuſtody doth appear. 4 
THAT in or about the Month of October 1730, (and not before) the Right Ho. 
nourable the Maſter of the Rolls, and the Maſters in Chancery, thought fit to begin to 
admit, Sollicitors, purſuant to the late Act of Parliament made for that purpoſe; and in 
regard the time for admitting Sollicitors would (according to the ſaid Act) expire the firll 
of December then next, they (for greater expedition) caus'd notice in writing to be ſet up in 
a Frame in the Maſters in Chancery's publick Offices in Chancery- Lane, intimating, that every 
Perſon who deſired to be admitted as a Sollicitor in the Court of Chancery, ſhould procure 
a Certificate to be ſign'd by three Perſons, one whereof at leaſt ſhould be a Prat7i/ens 
Barriſter at Law; thereby teſtifying, that the Perſon therein named who deſix'd ro be ad: 
mitted, was a Perſon of Integrity, and well qualified to prattiſe as a Sollicitor, and tha 
the ſame ſhould be deemed to be a ſufficient Qualification, or to that effect: And thercupon 
the Petitioner (as well as others of his Profeſſion) procured ſuch a Certificate to be made 
and ſigned on his behalf by three Practiſing Barriſters at Law of good Reputation; and ap- 
plied with others to be admitted by the Right Honourable the Maſter of the Rolls, to con- 
tinue his Practice of a Sollicitor ; But to his very great ſurprize, he was informed by his 
Honour the Maſter of the Rolls's Secretary, that his Honour the Maſter of the Rolls had 
declared, he would not admit the Petitioner to Prattiſe any longer as a Sollicitor, in regard his 
ſaid Commitment by the Lord Chancellor was then freſh in every body's Memory. J/here- 
upon the Pctitioner carneſtly requeſted that he might be at liberty to attend upon his Honoult 
rhe Maſter of the Rolls, in order to clear up that Matter; But was denied that reaſonablt 
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Petitioner, by the then next Poſt, ſent Letters into the Country, and immediately there- 
bn did procure from his Clients, the ſeveral Certificates herein after mentioned, and Affidavits 
prove the ſame reſpectively, and which are all now in the Petitioner's Cuſtody: And the 
titioner did then requeſt Mr. Hill (Secretary to the Maſter of the Rolls) that he would lay 
e ſaid Certificates 450 Affidavits before his Honour the Maſter of the Rolls; but he refuſed 
d to do, after he had read the ſame, ſaying, It was as much as his Place cus worth to do it, 
r to that effect. 8 EY 5 | 
= THAT the Pctitioner did then apply unto ſeveral of the Maſters in Chancery, and ſhewed 

em the before. mentioned Certificates, and Affidavits; and defired and requeſted them to 
dmit the Petitioner, purſuant to the ſaid Act of Parliament, to continue his Practice of a Sol- 
Neitor; and they ſeemed willing ſo to have done, ſaying, They had nothing to object againſt the 
Petitioner's being admitted, but alledged that an Agreement had been made between his Honour 
Ine Maſter of the Rolls and them, whereby it was agreed, That the Maſter of the Rolls ſhould 

Idmit all the Perſons who were Sollicitors in London, and that they (for that Reaſon) could not 
Edmit the Petitioner, in regard he lived in London, or to that effect: Which Agreement (if 
. ny ſuch was made) Is not warranted by the before-mentioned Act of Parliament (as the Peti- 
Wioner humbly conceives) in regard the Maſters in Chancery, by that Act of Parliament, are 
Pot only authorized, but required, to admit Solljcitors, without any Regard had, to the Place 
tor Places where they reſpectively dwell ; and that private Agreement may be very detrimental 
Wo other Perſcns, in like manner, as the fame hath been to the Petitioner z and ought therefore, 
Ws the Petitioner humbly conccives) 7o be conſidered, controuled, and diſannulled, by the Legiſ- 
ure, as being an Addition to the Act of Parliament, which the Parliament never intended; 
Ind therefore ought not to be binding, either to the Petitioner, or to any other Subject of Great- 


» : 


Britain. | CEE „ 

= THAT the Petitioner afterwards applied to the Barons of the Exchequer, to be admitted 
Wo continue his Practice of a Sollicitor in the Court of the Exchequer, he being at that time a 
Pollicitor in that Court, in divers Cauſes of great Moment, for the Right Honourable Thomas 
Lord Viſcount Killmorey, and for the Right Honourable the Lady Dowager Viſtounteſs Kill— 
ore), and ſeveral other Perſons > And one of the Barons of the Exchequer having informed 
he Petitioner, That the Maſter of the Rolls had acquainted his Lordſhip, that he had rejected 
he Petitioner on account of the Commitment herein before-mentioned, the Petitioner requeſted 
heir Lordſhips in the Exchequer Chamber at Weſtminſter, that they would be pleaſed to hear 
Whrcc Gentlemen at the Bar, who well knew all the ſeveral Matters relating to his Commir- 
ment, and who had promiſed to attend and clear up that matter to their Lordſhips ; but their 


> ordſhips were not pleaſed to permit the Petitioner fo to do, but did likewiſe reject the Peti- 
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Wioner on account of his ſaid Commitment, aud for us other Reafon. 15 
1 THAT the Petitioner hath thereupon ever ſince that time been reſtrained from the Exerciſe 
pf his Employment, to which he hath been bred, and which he well underſtands, and is utterly 
capable of follouung any other Employment, whereby to ſupport and maintain himſelf and his Fu- 
iy; which he humbly conceives to be repugnant to the Law of God, againſt which Law 
Eno human Laws, Statutes, Determinations, or Deciſions of Men, ought to take place, or be 
If any Validity: And the rather, in regard no Man living can juſtly charge the Petitioner 
ich any Immoralicy, or Crime, of any Nature or Kind whatſoever, which ought to deprive 
him of his Employment, to which the Almighty (in the courſe of his divine Providence) hath 
þ given him a Yocation, and a ſuitable Qualification, many Years ago, and which (he humbly 
Kapprehends) ought not to be controuled or diſannulled, by any human Powers. 
EF THAT a freeborn Subject of England, contrary to the Great Charter of the Eng liſb 
Liberties, hath been thus deprived, as aforeſaid, of his PRoERTY, LIBERTY, and FmPLoy- 
EMENT, by means whercof he hath been already damnified above 1000]. And if a Grievance 
of ſo publick a Nature, is not redreſſed by a Britiſh Parliament, the Subjects of Great Britain 
have juſt cauſe to dread the Conſequences thereof: For if an Eminent Sollicitor in Chancery, in- 
Wtraſted with the Management of many great and important Affairs for ſeveral Great and 
honourable Families in the Kingdom, may be thus ſtripped and deprived (as the Petitioner 
Path been) upon the falſe voluntary Certificate of a diſpleaſed Maſter in Chancery, merely on 
e account of ſuch a Sollicitor's having acted, with Zeal and Faithfulneſs, for the Service and 
WBencfic of his Clients, ſurely, no Sollicitor, will ever hereafter venture to be faithful and zcalous, 
che Service of his Clients; For what hath happened to the Petitioner in that reſpect, may 
* ha pen to any other faichful Sollicitor, And even to all Sollicitors who dare venture to be faith- 
, zealous, and juſt ; And which may, and moſt certainly will, deeply affect and concern the 
Publick, and well deſerves a Parliamentary Conſideration: And it certainly very much con- 
Wicerns, all the People of England in general, and the Clerks in Court, and Sollicitors in Chancery, 
ore particularly, whether the before-mentioned voluntary Certificate ought to remain any 
longer upon Record, and conſequently be hereafter made uſe of as a Precedent for the Com- 
Mpitment of any Clerk in Court, or Sollicitor, who for the future dare be faithful in the Pro- 
cution or Defence of his Clients Cauſes; for Proceedings, and final Determinations, in 
aw, and Equity, are much influenced by Precedents, and ic would be a very worthy Under- 
ing of our Britiſh Parliament, to look into the late Practice and Proceedings of Courts of 
ig. nd zo defroy all bad Precedents;; For the unjuſt Proceedings againlk a poog maan 
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formerly thought and imagined themſelves altogether unconcerned in re 
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Nobody thought worthy of being regarded, or to be defended, may be gruen aro 
Precedent, and jay 66 of accordingly > i Perſons of a higher Starion 7d ale Wenn Rs 
ſpect to th 7 anc 
great Hardſhips, which did befal their poor Fellow- Jubject, and Fellow Snffir n 9 * 
IHA the Petitioner is well known to be as well qualified to practiſe as a Sollicitor in 
the Courts of Equity, as any Perſon who hath been admitted to Practice; and the Petitioner 
being well affected ro his Sacred Majeſty King George, and to our happy Conſtitution both in 
Church and State, and having done Nothing whereby he hath juſtly forfeited the free Exerciſe 
of his Employment, to which (as he humbly conceives) he is as well intituled as any Perſon 
in the Kingdom is to his Freehold Eſtate ; therefore he humbly hopes that he ſhall not (as an 
Addition to the many Hardſhips which he hath ſuffered) be doomed to lie under a perpetual 
Incapacity, of following and exerciſing his lawful Employment and Vocation, wherein he hath 
been, and may be, very uſeful unto many of his Majeſty's frecborn Subjects, who have hereto- 
fore employed, and do now carneſtly deſire to continue to employ him, as their Sollicitor, and 
who, (as he humbly apprehends) owght not to be deprived of their Liberty, of making choice of a 
Sollicitor in whom they have heretofore confided, and are now willing and deſire, fill r9 confide 
and truſt. 

111 AT the Petitioner is a Perſon who hath voted, and hath a Right to vote, for Mem- 
bers to ſerve in Parliament, and hath as lawful a Right ſecured to him by the GREAT CHARTER 
of all the Liberties, Previleges, and free Cuſtoms thereby ſecured, as any Perſon within the Kino- 
dom hath; whereof the free Exerciſe of his lawful Employment is the moſt valuable Branch, 
and without the free Exerciſe whereof neither he nor his Family can ſubſiſt. The Petitioner 


therefore humbly hopes, that he ſhall be now reſtored to his Employment, and that a proper 


Clauſe for that purpoſe ſhall be inferred in the Bill before- mentioned, and that he ſhall have 
ſuch other Relict in the Premiſſes, as the Nature and Circumſtances of his unprecedented Caſe 
doth require, and as to Parliamentary Juſtice doth appertain. 


6— 


THE CERTIFICATES Signed by three Barriſters at Law, and by 
the Petitioners Clients, mentioned in his Petition, preferred by him to 
the Honourable Houſe of Commons, _ 


N whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſcribed do certify, that Tfaac Bowman of Lincoln's-Inn in the County of Mid- 
dleſex, Gent! men, is well known to us, and as we believe, is a Perſon of Integrity, and well qualify'd to praiſe as a 
Sollicitor of the High Court of Chancery, WWctneſs out hands this 201, Nav of October, 1730. 5 | | 

| R. Acherley, 
Cha. Robbins, 
E. Milles. 


The Petitioner, Mr. Bowman, could have had ſeveral other Barriſters at Law to have {ſigned the above-written 
Certificate, if there had been occaſion. Aſter the above-written Certificate was ſigned, the Petitioner was informed, 
that by a new Order made, Sollicitors to be admitted, who had practiſed, ſhould inſert in their Certificates to be 


ſigned by Barriſters at Law, that they had practiſed for above four years. Whereupon the Petitioner procured the 
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ſollowing Certificate from the ſame Barriſters, and made the following Affidavit to prove the ſame ; which laſt-men- 


tioned Certificate and Aſhdavit were left with, and now are in the Cuſtody of the Secretary to the Maſter of the 
Rolls, biz. | | | | | 


IW E whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſcribed, do certify, that Iſaac Bowman of Lincoln's-Inn in the County 0 
Middleſex, Gentleman, is well known to us, and as we verily believe, is a Perſon of Integrity, and well qualify d to 
practiſe as a Solliciton of the high Court of Chancery, in which Court he hath practiſed as a Sollicitar for upwards of 
four Years laſt paſt. Witneſs our hands this 31/t Day of October, 1730. 

\ 1 R. Acherley. 
Cha. Robbins. 
E. Milles. 


Isaac BOWMAN V Lincoln's-Inn in the County of Middleſex, Gentleman, maketh Oath, That he did ſee Roger 
Acherley f the Inner-Temple, London, Eſq; Cha. Robbins f the Middle- Temple, London, Eſq; and Edward Milles 
of Chancery-Lane in the County of Middleſex, Eſq; feverally ſubſcribe their Names to the Certificate hereto annexed, and 
that their Names fo ſubſcribed thereto, are of their ſeveral and reſpective proper Hand-writing ; which ſaid Roger 
Acherley, Cha. Robbins, and Edward Milles, are practiſing Barriſters at Law, and this Deponent farther maketh 
Oath, that he this Deponent hath practiſed as a Sollicitor in the High Court of Chancery for the ſpace of eighteen. gears 
laſt paſt and upwards. | | Jur' 4to die Nov' 1730. in Fleetſtreet, cor” me | 

Ifaac Bowman. 


Anth. Allen. 


Tus CzrTIFICaTtE of William Green, Eſq; 


I DO hereby certify that Mr. Iſaac Bowman / Lincoln's-Inn in the County of Middleſex, is a Perſon well 
knoun unto me, he having been employed and now is Sollicitor for my Father in five Cauſes, touching a Colliery of 600 1, 
per Ann. depending in the Court of Chancery; and alſo in two Cauſes which lately did depend in the Court of Ex- 
chequer, which by the Means and Aſſiſtance of Mr, Bowman were determined by an Agreement, which ſaid Cauſes have 
been managed by the ſaid Mr. Bowman, to my entire ſatisfaction, and as I believe, to the fey rc of my Father ; and 
do believe the ſaid Mr. Bowman, to be a skilſul, honeſt, and fair Practitioner, and that he is well qualify'd to prac- 
tiſe as @ Sullicitor in the High Court of Chancery, as witneſs my hand this 11th Day of November, 17 30. 
. 4 — — —— : {70.1 
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WT rc Crinriricart of the Right Hon®* the Lady Viſcounteſs Killmorey. 4 
= 7 DO berei/ Certify, That Iſaac Bowman late of Chancery-Lane, but now of Lincoln's-Inn in the County of 
liddleſex, Gentleman, is a Perſon well known to me, and hath for ſeveral Years laſt paſt been employed by me as my 
licitor, in ſeveral Cauſes depending in the High Court of Chancery, and hath alſo been employed as Sollicitor for my 
„Thomas Lord Viſcount Killmorey, in ſeveral Cauſes, both in the ſaid Court of Chancery, and alſo in the Court 
BY Exchequer at Weſtminſter; in the management of all which ſaid Cauſes, the ſaid Mr. Bowman hath behaved 
WD: m/clf, as an hongſt, faithful, and s&iIful Solicitor, and J believe he is well qualify'd to practiſe as a Sollicitor of the 


a Court of Chancery, as witneſs my hand this 13th Day of November, 1730. 


M. Killmorey. 


TAE CERTIYICATE of Henry Green, Eſq; 
I DO hereby Certify, That Iſaac Bowman late of Chancery-Lane, but now of Lincoln's-Inn in the County of Mid- 


dleſex, Gentleman, is a Perſon well known to me, in regard he hath been, and now is my Sollicitor in ſeveral Cauſes 
= depending in the High Court of Chancery, touching a Colliery of 6001. per Ann. belonging to me, and was employed by 
nme as my Sollicitor, in two Cauſes lately depending in the Court of Exchequer at Weſtminſter, and J do believe the ſaid 
Ale. Bowman, to be a perſon of Integrity, and well skilled in the Practice of the High Court of Chancery, and well 
EW qualify'd to practiſe as a Sollicitor of the ſaid High Court of Chancery, as witneſs my hand this 14th Day of Novem- 
ber, 1730. | 


Henry Green; 


1 Tur Arripavir of Thomas Pilsbury, Gentleman. 
In Canc' DJ - 15 
© Trhomas PilsBURY of Longnor in the County of Stafford, Gentleman, maketh Oath, That Iſaac Bowman 
late of Chancery-Lane, but now of Lincoln's-Inn in the County of Middleſex, Gentleman, tis a Perſon well known to 
this Deponent, and as this Deponent verily believes, is a Perſon of Integrity, and well qualfyd to practiſe as a Sollicitor 
/ the High Court of Chancery; and this Deponent farther ſaith, that the ſaid Mr. Bowman was formerly employed 
a4 a Solicitor for this Deporent, in a Cauſe in the ſaid Court of Chancery; which, by the Mediation and Aſſiſtance of 
EF the ſaid Mr. Bowman, Twas determined by an Agreement between the Parties; and this Deponent farther ſaith, that 
this Deponent hath emplyed the ſaid Mr. Bowman, in two other Cauſes which are now depending in the ſaid Court of 
Chancery, and this Deponent doth defire, that the ſaid Mr. Bowman may be admitted as a Sollicitor, to att for this 
Deponent as his Sollicttor, in the ſaid two Cauſes, in regard this Deponent hath always found by Experience, that the 
ſaid Mr, Bowman acted for this Deponent, as a diligent, faithful, honeſt, and skilful Solicitor, 


Jur' apud Stafford in Com' Staff” 14. die Novem”? anno 855 Thomas Pilsbury. 
regni Domini Georg? Secundi nunc regis Mag? Britan- | 
&, Quarto Annoq' Dom' 1730, cor' me 
Edwardo Green un' Mag? ex Cur' Canc', 


TuT CrnTtiricatk of the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Coventry 
| | | under Uicir Common Ocal. | | | 


IVE the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Coventry, do under the Seal of our Corporation Certify, that Iſaac 
Bowman /ate of Chancery-Lane, but now of Lincoln's-Inn in the County of Middleſex, Gentleman, is a Perſin well 
known to us, he having been employed by us, and was very inflrumental in procuring the determination of a Cauje, lately 
depending in the High Court of Chancery concerning Sir Thomas White's Charity, wherein the Corporation of the ſaid 
City of Coventry was concerned. And we believe the ſaid Mr. Bowman, to be a Perſon of Integrity, and well qualify d_ 
79 praftiſe, as a Sollicitor of the High Court of Chancery; all which we da Certify under the common Seal of our ſaid 
Corporation this 16th Day of November, 1730. | 


The Corporation Seal, 
Tus CerTiFicatt of Richard IV ing, Eſq; 
I O hereby Certify, That Ifaac Bowman late of Chancery-Lane, and nav of Lincoln's-Inn in the County of Mid- 


dleſex, Gentleman, is a Perſen well known unto me, I having imployed him to act for me as my Sollicitor, in two ſeveral 
Cauſes, lately depending in the Court of Chancery, one whereof was of many thouſand Pounds concern, wherein a long an 
intricate Account was directed to be taken by the Houſe of Lord, before the taking of which ſaid Acccunt, ee Mr. Bowman 
compromijed all the Matters in difference, and drew and ſettled an Agreement, betwixt the Plaintiff and me in that Cauſe, 
which agreement was afterwards made an order of the Court of Chancery; and 1 do farther Certify, that I have always 
found by Experience, that the ſaid Mr. Bowman a#ted for me as a faithful, diligent and Skulful Sollicitor, and I do verily 
believe him to be a Perſon of Integrity, and well qualified to act as a Sollicitor in the Fligh Court of Chancery, as wit- 
nj my hand this 18th Day of November, Anno Dom. 1730. 


Richard Wing. 
Tur CERTIFICATE of William Ambroſe, Gentleman. 
i DO hereby Gertify, That I did employ Iſaac Bowman now of Lincoln's-Inn in the County of Middleſex, Gentle- 


man, to act fir me as my Solicitor, in a Cauſe lately depending in the Court of Chancery, between me and Sir Thomas 
Ambroſe, Knight, deceaſed, who was the Executor of Richard Ambroſe of London, Brewer, my late Father, deceaſed, 
. — - þ ? LEM 3 . U 
which Cauſe being referred to one of the Maſters of the Court of Chancery, was determined by means of the ſaid Mr. Bows 
man, by an Agreement between the Parties; J do farther Certify, that I have employed the ſaid Mr. Bowman in an- 
other Cauſe, now depending in the Court of Chancery, and have always found that the ſaid Mr. Bowman acted for me, as 
enn hongſt, diligent and skilful Sollicitor, and I do verily believe him to be a Perſon 1well qualiſj d, to practiſe as a Sollicitor 
of the High Court of Chancery, as witneſs my hand this 2 1ſt Day of November, 1730, 


William Ambroſe. 


Tat 
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"HE OERTIFICATE of the Right Honourable Thomas Lord Viſcount Ki/lmorey 


I DO hereby Certify, that Mr. Iſaac Bowman late of Chancery-Lane, but now of Lincoln's-Inrv in the Count 
of Middleſex, was employed by me in two Cauſes which lately did depend in the High Court of Chancery, and in for 
Cauſes in the Court of Exehequer, one of which is now depending ; In the Managemement of which faid Cauſes, th, 
faid Mr. Bowman atted, as a diligent, py wt and silful Sollicitar, and to my Approbation and Satisfaftion + And | 
do believe the ſaid Mr. Iſaac Bowman, is a Perſon well qualify'd to practiſe, as a Sollicitor of the High Court of Chan- 
cery, as witneſs my hand this 19th Day of November, 1730. | 


Killmorey, 
Tux CERTITICATE of John Unett Smitheman, Gentleman. 


I DO hereby Certify, That Mr. Iſaac Bowman was empltyed by me, as my Solicitor, in four Cauſes lately depending 11 
the High Court of Chancery, touching an Eſtate of 500 1. per annum and upwards, in which ſaid Cauſes, the fJaid Mr 
Bowman a#ted very fairly, honeſtly, and prudently, and to my Approbaiim, and by means of the ſaid Mr. Bowman's pru- 

dent and skilful Management, the ſaid Cauſes were by an Agreement compromized and determined: And I do verily belies 
the ſaid Mr. Bowman to be a very honeſt, careful, and skilful Sollicitor, and well qualify” d to praftiſe as a Sollicitor of 
the High Court of Chancery, as witneſs my handthis 18th Day of November, Anno Dom. 1730. 


John Unett Smitheman, 


/ 


TE CrrrTiricaTtE of Cornelius Morton, Gentleman.“ 


1 DO hereby Certify that Mr. Iſaac Bowman of Lincoln's-Inn in the County of Middleſex, is a Perſon well 
known unto me, and that I have employed him as my Agent, to af as a Sollicitor for me, in ten ſeveral Cauſes in the 
High Court of Chancery, wherein he did well behave himſelf, and acted therein t9 my entire Satisfaction, and I do 


believe him to be a very honeſt, skilful, and diligent Sollicitor ; and that he is a Perſon of Integrity, and very well qua- 
lify'd to practiſe as a Sollicitor of the High Court of Chancery. | | 


Cornelius Norton, 


Mr. Borman, in order to his being admitted to practiſe in the Court of Exchequer, procured 
the following Certificate. | - 


IWE whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſcribed, do Certify, That Iſaac Bowman of Lincoln's-Inn in the County of 
Middleſex, Gentleman, is well known to us, and as we believe, is a Perſon of Integrity, and well qualify'd 10 practiſe 
as a Sollicitor of his Mejeſty's Court of Exchequer at Weſtminſter, as witneſs our hands this 13th Day of Nov. 1730. 

= I IE R. Acherley, 2 Practiſing Barriſters at 
| E. Milles, ' 
Benj. Marriot, un' Clericor' Jurat' in 
othc' Rememarator* Regis. 


The Originals of all the ſaid Certificates, and Affidavits to prove the (ame are in the 
Hands and Cuſtody of Mr. Bowman, ready to be. produced, and who can have very many 
more ſuch Certificates ſiom the reſt of his late Clients, if required, on 
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OBSERVATIONS upon the Maſter s beforementioned voluntary Cer- 
tificate, humbly ſubmitted to the Conſideration of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal and Commons in Parliament aſſembled. 


Firſt, The Maſter, by his voluntary Certificate has been pleaſed to certify, that Mr. [aac 
owman attended him as Sollicitor tor the Defendant, in taking and making up the 
Account directed by the Decrees in this Cauſe. | 


WHEREAS the Maſter very well knew, that Mr. Blythe, and not Mi. Bowman, was 
Solicitor in that Caule ; and that Mr. Blythe conſtantly attended the Maſter, and as Sollicitor 
tor the Defendant, paid the Maſter for all Copies of Charges, Depoſitions, and Drafts of Re— 
ports, Oc. in the Cauſe : and Mr. Blythe informed the Maſter, that Mr. Bowman attended 
him only as his Agent or Aſſiſtant, at ſuch times as he the ſaid Blythe had occalion for his A(- 

ſiſtance, and not otherwiſe; and the ſame appears both by the beforementioned Affidavits of 


Mr. Blythe, Mr. Iſaac Bowman, and Mr. John Bowman; and allo by the ſolemn Affirmation 
of the Detendant Stames. 


Secondly, The Maſter has been pleaſed to Certify, that in taking the ſaid Account, Mr. Bowman 


in the whole Progreſs thereof, hath appeared to him, fo have made uſe of all the Arts 
F Delay. 


WHEREAS Mr. Bowman was not employed in the whole Progreſs of that Account 
before the Maſter, either as Sollicitor or otherwiſe; nor was he employed by Mr. Blythe to at- 
tend that Maſter as his Aſſiſtant, before an Order to attend that Maſter de die in diem was 
made; as by Mr. Blythe's beforementioned Affidavit doth appear: Mr. Bowman declares he 
never knew or underſtood all the Artz,of Delay, the ſame being Arts which: he never ſtudied 4 
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or practiſed; nor had he any occakon to uſe any Arts of that kind in a Cauſe wherein he was 
only concerned to attend when called on by Mr. Blythe the Sollicitor, therein, to aſſiſt hin 

& when and at ſuch times as he had occaſion for his Aſſiſtance; and Mr. Bowman not having 
the Conduct of that Cauſe committed to his Care, he was therefore altogether unconcerned 
in the Management and Event of that Cauſe; nor was he concerned therein otherwiſe than 
co read the Proofs, and argue from the ſame before the Maſter from time to time, when he 


ticle, and that Sum was therefore not proved. 


þ | 
* 
* 
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was called on and deſired by Mr. Blythe ſo to do; and all the Summons or Warrants to attend 


that Maſter, were conſtantly ſent to Mr. Blythe the Sollicitor in the Cauſe, and not to Mr. Bow. 
man: ſo that this Charge made by the Maſter againſt Mr. Bowman is utterly groundleſs and 


HnirUue. 


Thirdly, The Maſter has been pleaſed to certify, that Mr. Bowman did bring in before him 
ive ſeveral Diſcharges one after another on the behalf of the Defendant ; in ſome 
of which the ſame Matters were repeated over again. 


WHEREAS Mr. Blythe has (worn in his Affidavit, that he brought in 7hree of thoſe 


= Diſcharges, before Mr. Bowman was employed by him to attend the Maſter; and if he had not 
E fo (worn, the Maſter (if he had pleaſed) might have known the ſame, on his looking upon 
che three firſt Diſcharges which then were, and now are in his Cuſtody, and are of Mr. 


Blythe's proper hand-writing : and the Maſter's Clerk did write upon the back of each of 


them, That Mr. Blythe brought in the ſame on the Days thereon endorſed, and which was 


before Mr. Bowman was employed to attend the Maſter. The Maſter might alſo have recol- 
lected, (if he had pleaſed) that Mr. Bowman on his firſt Attendance did obſerve to him, that 


the ſaid three Diſcharges were improper, as being too general: and that Mr. Blythe thereupon 


deſired leave to withdraw the fame, and offered to repay the other ſide what they had paid 
the Maſter for the Copies thereof, (as Mr. Blythe by his Affidavit hath (worn) and the Maſter 


; might alſo have remembered, that inſtead of theſe three improper Diſcharges, he himſelf 


gave Mr. Bowman Directions to bring in one proper Diſtharge, and furniſhed the ſaid Mr. 
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Bowman with Papers and Vouchers brought before that Maſter upon Oath, to enable him, 


gave the Maſter's Clerk a Receipt by the Maſter's Orders, as by that Receipt, ready to be 
produced, doth appear; whereupon Mr. Bowman, in four or five Days time after reccipr of 
the ſaid Papers and Vouchers, prepared and carried in a proper Diſcharge, according to the 
Maſter's Directions; and if the Maſter had delivered a Copy of his voluntary Certificate to 
Mr. Bowman, before he ſigned the ſame (which he ought to have done) che Maſter might 


have been prevented from having certified ſuch palpable Untruths as he hath done, to the 


utter Ruin of an honeſt innocent Man, in regard Mr. Bowman would have apprized him of 
all rhe ſaid Matters; and thereupon it is to be hoped, the Maſter would not have been ſo 
unjuſt as to have falſely certified, as he hath done, ; : X 


. Fourthly, The Maſter has been pleaſed to certify, that , Mr. Bowman entred into a long and 


trifling Examination of Witneſſes, therein proving ſeveral things which the Solli- 


— — 


citor tor the Plaintiff offered to admit. 


the ſaid Mr. Bowman, to draw a proper Diſcharge; for which Vouchers the (aid Mr. Bowman 


WHEREAS Mr. Bowman did not enter into any Examination of Witneſſes in the 
Cauſe ; for to the contrary thereof, Mr. Blythe and his Client the Defendant have ſworn, that 
Interrogatories were exhibited, and one Wirneſs examined thereon before Mr. Bowman was 
employed, and ſo it appears upon the Face of the Copy of the Depolitions, which Mr. Blythe 


| ſwears he took from the Maſter and paid for, and brought rhe ſame to Mr. Bowman, and it the 


Depoſitions are Ving or impertinent, it was the Maſter's own Fault who took the ſame, and for 
which he was paid upwards of twenty Pounds; and it is very hard that Witneſſes ſhall be 


examined privately before Maſters in Chancery by the Maſters Clerks, cloſeted up, where 
Sollicitors do not, nor ought to come: And if ſuch Clerks (for the Maſter's Profit) ſpin out 


theſe Depoſitions to a great length, by inſerting long impertinent Stories therein, that the 
Sallicitor ſhall be blamed for what he could not help; and ſuch Examinations of Witneſſes 


ſhall be certified to be trifling by the ſame Maſter, when himſelf or his Clerk took thoſe De- 
_ poſitions, and the Sollicitor, or ſuppoſed Sollicitor in the Cauſe, ſhall be puniſhed for the ſame, 


as it has been done in this Caſe, It is manifeſtly ſuch an Abuſe and monſtrous Injuſtice, 


as doth cry loud for Parliamentary Reformation. 


Hfthly, The Maſter is pleaſed to certify, that by the ſaid Depoſitions of Witneſſes ſeveral 


things were proyed which the Sollicitor for the Plaintiff offered to admit. 


WHEREAS nothing was admitted before the Maſter, ſave only one {mall Sum of 
one Pound fourteen Shillings paid for Wine at the Teſtator's Funeral, over-againſt which Ar- 
ticle the Maſter has wrote the Word Admitted, and hath nor ſo wrote againſt any other Ar- 

The Defendant's Sollicitor Mr, Blythe, and 
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bis Client the Defendant have ſworn, that the Plaintiff's Sollicitor would not admit any one 
Article; and John Bowman ſwears, chat the Plaintiff's Sollicitor ſtrenuouſly oppoſed the Al. 

lowances even of ſuch Articles, or Items, 4s were proved, And indeed the Plaintiffs Sollicitor 
knew he had not Power to admit any Article or Articles on behalf of the Plaintiffs, who were 
all Infants, and therefore could give him no ſuch Authority; and if it had been true that the 
Plaintiffs Sollicitor did admit any thing to prevent the Expences of Proof, it is ſtrange the 
Maſter could not prevail on him to make Affidavit thereof, to verify the Maſter's voluntat 
Certificate in that Point. And it is ſtill more ſtrange; that the Maſter or his Clerk ſhould take 
down, ingroſs and copy out Proofs, of what the Maſter knew the Plaintiffs Sollicitor admitted, 

or offered to admir. When Mr. Bowman paid the Coſts which he was ordered and com- 

elled to pay as aforeſaid to the Plaintiffs, he before two Witneſſes now living, asked Mr. 
3 Townſhend the Plaintiffs Sollicitor, what induced the Maſter to certify, and the Plain- 
tiffs Father to affirm, that ſeveral things were proved, which he the ſaid Townſhend offered 
to admit; to which the faid Townſhend replied, He believed a Paper writing was left with 
the Maſter's Clerk to admit, that the Payments of an Annuity to one William Lord were ac- 
tually paid, and that the Maſter's Clerk forgot to acquaint Mr. Blythe therewith, or to that 
effect, which is all the Admiſſion that was made, upon which this grievous Charge againſt 
Mr. Bowman was grounded, and of which Mr. Bowman is as innocent as a new born Babe; 
although on the Account thereof, he hath ſuffered Impriſonment, and the Deprivation of his 
Imployment, which brought him in above Five hundred Pounds per Annum, and of which he 
is now deprived, by means of the Maſter's faid falſe Certificate. 


Sixthly, The Maſter was pleaſed to certify, that Mr. Bowman took twenty cight Objections to 
the Draught of his Report, which, if material, might well have been comprized in 
four or five. 5 ON 


IT is true, that at the Requeſt of Mr. Blythe Mr. Bowman did take twenty eight Objec- 
tions to the Draught of the Mafter's Report, becauſe he found and apprehended fo many 
ſundry Articles or Sums of Money allowed by the Maſter co the Defendant, on taking the 
Account, were left out of the Draught of that Report, and which ought to have been inſerted 
therein; and if Mr. Bowman had been the Sollicicor for the Defendant, he doth inſiſt upon it 

that it was his Duty to take ſuch Objections, and he could not have ated the part of an honeſt 
and faithful Sollicitor it he had not ſo done: And as to the ſaid Objections being comprized in 
four or five, no doubt but that Mr. Bowman could, and would fo have done, if he had not 
conceived (according to the ſaying of the late Lord Chancellor Cowper, which he doth, and 
ever ſhall remember) that it is beſt to keep things as {ingly as we can, and not huddle togethe 
Matters of different Natures and Kinds, which require diſtinct and different Proofs, as in theſe 
modern Days is too frequently done, in taking Exceptions to Maſters Reports, to the great 
Loſs, if not entire Ruin of ſome Families. a 


 Seventhly, 7 he Maſter very unfairly (not to ſay maliciouſly and untruly) certifies, that by Mr. 
Bowman's Means the ſaid Account had been exceedingly retarded, and the Parties on 
both ſides led into a very great and unneceſſary Expence. 


WHEREAS no Delay appears to have been before the Maſter, fave that the Maſter's 
Clerk delayed taking the Depolitions for the Defendant, and gave the Defendant great trouble 
in that reſpect, as the Defendant hath ſworn; and the greateſt Expence which the Parties 
were put to before the Maſter (that Mr. Bowman knows of) was the Twenty Pounds which 
the Parties paid to the Maſter for the long Depolitions taken by the Maſter's Clerk, and which 
the Maſter certifies were trifling Depoſitions, and unfairly lays the ſame to Mr. Bowman's 
Charge, who was not concerned in the taking of theſe Depoſitions, nor did get one Farthin 
thereby. It is true, Mr. Bowman was promiſed three Shillings and four Pence a time for at- 
tending the Maſter, but hath never yet been paid che lame; nevertheleſs, by means of his At. 
tendances on the Maſter in that Cauſe, only as an Aſſiſtant to Mr. Blythe, he hath been de- 
prived of his Employment, and hath already been damnified above a thouſand Pounds, and i 
he be not reſtored to his Employment, he verily believes he ſhall, by means thereof, be damni 
fied many thouſand Pounds, beſides the Vexation and Diſgrace which he hath ſuffered with. 
out any juſt Cauſe; and the great Uneaſineſs which he hath had and been put unto, by means 
of the ſaid falſe voluntary Certificate; And the Affronts and Diſreſpe&t, which thereupon he 
hath had and ſuffered, from ſome of His baſe and moſt ungrateful Acquaintances, and Relations. 


Laſtly, The ſaid Maſter was pleaſed to certify, that he conceived the Honour and Credit 0 
| the Court of Chancery. made it neceſſary that he ſhould give Information of Mr. Bow- 


man's Management and Behaviour, and therefore had made and ſigned his voluntary 
Certificate touching the ſame, _ . | 
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n rather” chan his Concern for the Honour and Credit of the Contr, induced him r 
Wake fuch an untrue voluntary Certificate as he hath donne. 
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I is obſervable, that boch in the Certificate, and alſo in the original Petition drawn by 
WE -wnſbend againſt Mr. Bowman, the pretended Crimes againſt Mr. Bowman are termed to be 
Vr. Boumans Management and Behaviour; but neither the Maſter nor Townſhend venture 
Jo call the ſame Mr. Bowman's Miſmanagement, and Misbehaviour, which perhaps was a Salvoy 
Bn caſe they ſhould happen ſeverally to be proſecuted at Law on the faid Petition and Certifi- 
ae, which Mr. Bowman is adviſed, and believes to be no better than Libels, whereby he 
WHharh been a great Sufferer, and ought to recover Damages from the Maſter and Mr: 
2 ownſend. . of | 3 3 
THAT upon the whole, the Petitioner, Mr. Bowman, hopes his hard Caſe ſhall re- 
ceive a Parliamentary Conſideration, in regard his Grievance is of a publick Nature, and that 
effectual Proviſion will be thereupon made to prevent ſuch Abuſes and Diſcourapements for 
the future, which if not prevented, the Suitors of the Court of Chancery may be deprived 
* of the faithful Service of their Sollicitors, which they might otherwiſe expect, and are in- 
titled to have; and there is no Perſon, but what either is, or may be, a Suitor in Courts of 
A Equity, and therefore the Redreſs of the Petitioner's Grievances, doth and will affect every 
Perſon in the Kingdom (as he humbly apprehends) and he is hunibly of Opinion, that if this 
apparent Breach and Violation of the Conſtitution, which plainly appears to be deſtructive 
to chat Right, which is ſecured to the Petitioner by the great Charter of the Engliſh Liberties, 
may eſcape without Cenſure, and he meet with no Redreſs, the ſame will lay a Foundation 
for further, and perhaps much greater Invaſions, upon the Liberties and Properties of Engliſh- 
men; and ſo the latter Error may be worſe than the firſt: Which Mr. Bowman humbly hopes 
the Parliament of Great Britain, for the Honour, Safety, and Welfare of the Nation, will take 
care in proper manner to remedy and prevent. Ss | 


. 
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N. B. THAT where Grievances ariſe from Proceedings in Courts of Equity, againſt any 
—_ Perſon or Perſons, which tend to the Deprivation of the Inheritances and Birth. 
right of ſuch Perſon, or Perſons, merely upon Accuſations, and Preſumptions of 
Facts not proved, and where Tryals at Law by Juries, to try the Truth of thoſe 
Facts are denied, and Perſons contrary to Magna Charta, (That great Bulwark of 
an Engliſhman's Property and Liberty) are condemned and diſinherited unheard : 
Where can ſuch unhappy Subjects find Relief, labouring under ſuch Grievances and 
heavy Preſſures ? if not from their Repreſentatives in Parliament; from whom only 
they can hope to have aſſiſtance, when their Liberties and Properties are invaded b' 
great Men in Power; as the Petitioner's Liberty and Property manifeſtly doth appear 

to have been. 


T HE Right of the Petitioner's Application for Relief, appears by the Act of Parlia- 
ment made in the 36th of E. z. which Parliament was holden on purpoſe to redreſs Grievances ; 
and theteby it doth appear, that one principal end of Parliaments, is to enquire into and re- 
—drefs ſuch Grievances as happen by the breach of Statutes ; and it evidently appears, that the 
> Maſters in Chancery, who had not nor can raiſe any juſt and reaſonable Objections againſt the 
© Petitioner's being admitted to continue his Employment of a Sollicitor, (which is his Birthright 
and the Bread of his Family) have acted therein contrary to, and in breach of the Statute made 
for the Regulation of Attorneys and Sollicitors: And in vain are Statutes made, if the Makers 
BW thereof do not ſometimes look back and enquire how thoſe Statutes or Acts of Parliament 
EF have been executed. And perhaps if a ſtrict Enquiry be made into the Execution of the laſt 
mentioned Act of Parliament for the Regulation of Attorneys and Sollicitors, it will be found, 
that ſeveral deſerving well qualified Perſons of good Skill, found Judgment, and Perfons of 
= Faithfulneſs and Integrity, have through ill Will and Malice been refuſed to be admitted pur- 
ſuant to that Act of Parliament; and that very many ignorant Pretenders, of no good Morality 
or Integrity, have been admitted for Favour and Afﬀettion. | © 
= IF the Maſter of the Rolls, or Maſters in Chancery, can aſſign any juſt Reaſon or Rea- 
= ſons, and will bring before a Committee of the Honourable Houſe of Lords or Houſe of 
WE Commons, Objections in writing againſt the Petitioner, why he ought not to have been ad- 
mitted, the Petitioner will anſwer theſe Objections to the Satisfaction of ſuch Committee, or 


ao 
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W for ever deſiſt from expecting to have the Relief he now ſeeks by his humble Petition: And 
therefore he humbly hopes, that either the Affidavits and Certificates which he already hath 
do lay before the Committee, or elſe the Enquiry which he hath humbly propoſed; as afore- 
WW laid, to clear up and remove the Impediments in his Way to the free Exerciſes of his Em- 
'Y ployment, (which is his Birthright) will be conſidered in Parliament. And the Petitioner; 
knowing and relying upon his Innocence and Integrity, has no reaſon to fear the ſtticteſt Searchi 
and Enquiry that can 8 made; and deſires no more than ſtrict Juſticez without Favour. 
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er OF PARTIAMENT for dhe Regulation of Attvineys ind liger b. 
Fele an arbitrary Power in the Maſter of the Rolls, and in the Maſters in Fey LY 
t the admitting of Attorneys and Sollicitors, if no Appeal from them in any Caſe will lie 
een to the Parliameng: and in ſuch caſe, they will have it in their power to ruin whom they 
leaſe who ſeek to be admitted; which ſurely was not nor can be the Intention of our Engl 
arliament, which never yet [ſ#ffered arbitrary Power to veſt in the Prince, and be cn] 
by him, much leſs in any Subject or Subjects; and for that Reaſon (if for no other Reaſon) the 
Petitioner hopes he ſhall not fall a Victim, and he and his Family be ruined by any Arbitrary 
| Power, after he has appealed; as he hath now done, to the Juſtice of an ENGLISH 
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